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This year started off with the same Committee as when I commenced in April 2014, so I felt quite 

comfortable with the way that things were progressing at the Club  and what we have achieved 

together throughout the past eighteen months, plus ready to make some more improvements. 

Poker machines:  Since commencing at the Club, I have made quite a few changes in the Poker 

Machine Area with some upgrades from existing machines to 4 brand new machines, and lots of 

game changes throughout the room.   As this goes to press another 3 new machines will be getting 

installed with the latest games “Lightening link”.  From all results from other Clubs, these new 

machines should show great improvements in our turnover.    We have increased our Cash Payout 

Amount from $250 when I commenced to $800.   This is proving to be acceptable by our Patrons.   

Bistro:   Since last year, we have had a few hurdles to overcome with different caterers at the Club.   

This can happen in any Club environment.   We are pleased to announce that we have new caterers 

coming on board, commencing their first night on Wednesday 25th November.  John and Sonia have 

a lot of experience in the restaurant business having owned and operated the De La Parilla Italian 

restaurant at Palm Beach  for 10 years and more recently Scooters at North Kirra.     We are looking 

forward to being able to offer our Members and Patrons some great food and service, and building 

our clientele. 

FUNCTIONS & EVENTS:   

Sports Afternoons:   We had a couple of these  during the year in which we had some real characters 

not the least being the Australian rules great- Jonathon Brown who told us many stories of his life…… 

but one, in particular about his greyhound racing days.  During the next interview with another 

Rugby union international  Forbesy called him  by his  “nickname” – Noodles-( because he played in a 

test match and came on in the last minute)  which he didn’t even  know that he was ever called.   At 

another event we had Wayne Grady and Matt Rogers….  I didn’t think we would ever get Grades out 

of the Club as he was enjoying himself so much. 

The annual Rugby lunch at the Currumbin R.S.L this year was highlighted with the main speaker 

being Peter Fitzsimmons.  This was, once again, a great day and very successful.  The Auctions and 

Raffles producing over $14,000 being raised for the Club.   

We also had a Melbourne Cup luncheon which was a very successful day, with all patrons stating 

that they would be back next year.  This took a great effort by my wife Margaret, Staff Member 

Mellissa, and Mick Johnson organising the day and a special thank you to Greg Koch who organised 

Di, our Chef for the day.  It was a great effort since we didn’t have the kitchen operating.    I would 

like to thank all the Patrons who came and supported us on the day.   

PROMOTIONS:  

Whilst I have been at the club I have tried to entice more people to the club.  We tried Tuesday 

nights with Trivia, Pick the Joker and Schnitzel nights but after about 10 weeks decided that 

Tuesdays is too hard to get people to the Club. 

Wednesdays, we have the Men At Bar as well as the Golden Oldies who train or rather “play touch”.  

Thursday nights is proving to be quite an entertaining night. We now have a promotion called 
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“Money on the Bunny” which is hosted by Mark Forbes.  This is starting to be a real hit with our 

patrons, and of course our club raffles being drawn throughout the night, and the $100.00 cash 

board…. Plus Members Draw.  

Friday nights we have Golden Oldies raffles and also our new Pokie Promo being run by staff 

member, Greg Koch, called “Pokya Pokie.   Saturday afternoons we have fun with our Punters Club, 

with special promos such as our “Pick Race 5 promo,” the “Carlton Dry Schooners Draw”, and the 

Members Draw.   

On the 3rd Sunday of every month, our Alleywackers Golf Club play a game somewhere on the Gold 

Coast or Tweed.  We have over 30 members of the Golf club who try to prove their talent, and 

always return to the Club after the games for lunch and to exchange their stories and get a bagging.       

Their end of year trip away this year is being held at Yamba on the 28th and 29th November.     

Social Media:   Since commencing at the Club, we have managed to produce a Club Newsletter which 

is published once a week.   This Newsletter is increasing in volume all the time.  It includes 

information from the Seniors, Juniors, Ladies, and Golden Oldies Teams and all information from all 

aspects from Clubs’ every day events.    It has up to date items which inform the Members and 

Players what is happening for the upcoming week.  This information also gets placed onto the Club’s 

own Facebook site.  We also have the ability of sending out reminders of events via a Text to all of 

our Members.    The Clubs Website is the best it has ever been.  All information is placed onto the 

site, and updated regularly.  The new HOST CLUB invites all overseas Clubs to view our venue and 

entices them to come to the Gators to play a game with our local players.   

We have a few Members working away or live overseas who always comment to us via a message or 

via an email that they thoroughly enjoy receiving the Newsletters and being kept up to date as to 

what is happening at the Club.  This has never happened before! 

Over the last few months, the Club has gone through many changes – The new carpet and new 

furniture has been very well accepted by all Members and Patrons.   It is very pleasing to hear the 

comments from people who come to the Alleygators.     

My ambition for this Club is to always make it a very inviting, comfortable, and welcoming to any 

visitors and Members of the Club and to feel safe and secure, and happy to have a drink with other 

Patrons and enjoy your time and have a good laugh whilst at the Club.  If I have been able to do that 

for the Members and Visitors, then I feel that I have done my job.   

Before I go I would like to thank some people that make my life a lot easier with what they do 

around the Club - They are in no particular order - Peter Sysgo, our IT man who is always helping in 

our office and making improvements, Mick Johnson who does a mighty job driving our bus and does 

our Promos and never hesitates to sell a raffle for us on any night…. Including our big Christmas 

Raffle…. and also my wife, Marg, who makes sure everything runs smoothly at all Club functions. 

This is our Club, and we feel very proud about it.  The club is pumping along nicely and next year 

with great food it can only improve. 

Regards     Alan Power, Manager 


