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Year 2 of Ladies Rugby at Alleygators. 
By Mike Elliston 
 
The 2nd year of Ladies Rugby has certainly been a cracker. Made easier by the fact that a lot of the 
girls from the earlier year came back and continued playing. In saying that, we had plenty of new 
Ladies come through as well. So a success from many points of view. 
Games 

This year the 3 teams that had played regularly together in 2014 got together and formed their own 
3 way comp called the Tranter Cup. Separate Gala Days to be at each Clubs Ground on their 
respective Ladies Day. There were 5 event’s in all. A trial run at Alleygators, then 3 rounds at each 
other’s grounds followed by the final which was to be held at the team leading the Comp at that 
stage, which happened to be Alleygators. So 3 events held at Alleygators for the Ladies. 
They also entered a number of different tournaments throughout the year starting off with The 
Ballymore 7’s in the January. There was also the Trans Tasman Cup, Hogs and Hares, Noosa 
International 7’s &’s the Byron Bay 7’s. 
So plenty of games. 42 Matches in all. the Ladygators won 34 and lost 8, so not a bad run. 
Representative Honours 
Early 2015 saw 2 of our girls represent Qld at the Nationals in Sydney for the Reds U18 team. Amber 
Pilley and Jess Elliston. They did extremely well, getting through to the Grand 
Final undefeated, narrowly being edged out by NSW in the Finals. Amber 
being Qld player of the tournament. Amber has since had a knee 
reconstruction due to damaging it playing Touch Football. She has been 
offered a Contract with the Aus 7’s squad once her knee has healed. And Jess 
and Nikki are also training with the Qld Open Ladies Squad so some great 
experience for them all. 
The Gold Coast U18 Development squad this year had a number of Alleygator girls involved Jess 
Elliston again, Nikki Berryman, Lily Dick, Trinity Mamoe, Chelsea Pointon, Alex Foltyn. . The Squad 
went through all 3 clusters undefeated so a 
sensational effort really. That was the best U18 
teams in Qld and all but 2 girls from the Gold 
Coast were part of the Ladygators. From this 2 of 
the girls got selected to represent Qld in what 
now is an U17 squad to play all comers later this 
year in Sydney. 
Lily Dick and Tayla Pilley. So 2 more U18 Qld Rep players. Pretty great effort by these two. 
November 22, 2015  
New Uniforms 

2015 saw the girls running out in their own Ladygator 
Jersies. A ladies cut by BLK in the Emerald and White of 
Alleygators along with a few slashes of Magenta to 
differentiate them from the boys. Of all the clubs and 
teams running around this year, the girls looked if not the 
smartest, one of the best looking professional bunch out 
there. They took so much pride in their jerseys, it was 
fantastic. None got lost or wrecked, they did start to fade 
a touch after so much rugby but they certainly did the job. 
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Silver Ware 
Not that the girls were trying to achieve this, this year, but they did bring home some goodies. 
Tranter Cup: Winners (Undefeated) Tran Tasman U18’s: Winners (Undefeated) 
Hogs and Hares: Runners Up Noosa International U18’s: Winners (Undefeated) 
(Beaten by Tribe in the Final 12-7) 
And the Girls in the Gold Coast Development Squad also went through Undefeated but as it was 
more for the QRU to use as a selection process, no trophies were on offer. 
November 22,  
Coaching 
Last year’s Coach Selena Tranter, decided for the first time in many years to take a break from the 
ARU. Their changed in Policy and fee structure to the Grass Roots of the game didn’t agree with her 
so off she went to play League. That left us with the manager from the previous year Mike Elliston to 
step in. Some accreditation and qualifications would probably been of some help but he did what he 
could. 
 
Moving Forward 
With 2016 fast approaching we are looking to capitalise on this last year and add another full time 
team. Perhaps a full Open and a full under 18 team. Ideally next year at the Noosa International 7’s 
we can have an U18’s team as well as an Opens team. That’s our target. Along with that we are 
hoping to put together a small committee to help run Ladies Rugby. Something like a game day 
manager, a treasurer, event manager etc. As a lot of our games require travel and sometimes stay 
over’s there is a bit of organising that needs to be done. With more hands on the wheel, it should 
turn easier. Be great to have Selena back or at least an accredited coach, something we will be 
working on. Mike Elliston, the Coach and current Club Development Officer has been helping out at 
different High Schools around the district, as did Jarrah Johnson his predecessor hoping to develop 
the game in a larger sense on the Gold Coast. 
 
Good things to come. Roll on 2016. 
 
Mike Elliston 
Ladies Rugby Manager 

 

 

 

 

 


